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The Hon. Gavin Newsom The Hon. Toni Atkins  The Hon. Anthony Rendon 
Governor, State of California Senate President pro Tem Speaker of the Assembly 
State Capitol   State Capitol Room 205  State Capitol, Room 219 
Sacramento CA 95814  Sacramento CA 95814  Sacramento CA 95814 

 
 

February 15, 2022 
 
Dear Governor Newsom, Senate President Pro Tem Atkins and Speaker Rendon, 
 
On behalf of child and youth advocates, we are writing to share our strong concerns 
about the recent proposal from the cannabis industry regarding state cannabis tax rates 
and to express our opposition to this proposal. If the industry is successful in persuading 
state leaders to lower, suspend and/or eliminate the tax rates approved by voters in 
Proposition 64, we will see an immediate, negative impact on thousands of children 
living in poverty and children of color across our state. 
 
In the current state budget, revenues from cannabis taxes provide funding for child care 
for 21,486 low-income children. The allocation from Prop 64 revenues in the current 
year state budget for child care is $279 million. This revenue represents the only 
dedicated state funding stream for child care for low-income families in our state. Even 
with these funds, we are far below meeting the need for affordable child care.  About 2.3 
million children are eligible for subsidized child care yet we are currently meeting the 
needs of only 11% of eligible children.  Any changes to cannabis tax rates will result in 
children and families of color losing access to affordable child care. 
 
In addition to the essential role that cannabis revenues play in affordable child care, 
cannabis revenues are a primary funder of services for the formerly incarcerated, youth 
prevention services, job training, and other supports in communities of color heavily 
impacted by the War on Drugs. To date:  
 

● DHCS has made Prop 64 grants to 137 organizations to provide youth prevention 
services in Black and Brown neighborhoods in 41 counties, for a total of $108 
million to date. DHCS has also made $8 million in youth prevention grants to 12 
tribal communities. 

 
● GOBiz has awarded Prop 64 grants to community organizations and local health 

departments to provide services to the formerly incarcerated and to families in 
communities impacted by the War on Drugs. According to grantee reports from 
September 2019 to July 2021, this grant program has provided services to more 
than 57,000 individuals across the state. 
 

● CNRA is currently preparing to release its first round of Prop 64 grants this month 
to support youth access to the outdoors and to cultural resources for 
disadvantaged children and youth in the total amount of $14.5 million. 
 

● Finally, BSCC has made $31 million in Prop 64 grants to 33 local governments to 
support youth prevention, public health and public safety. BSCC is preparing to 
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make an additional $120 million in grants to local governments in the coming 
months. 
 

As you can see from the above, cannabis revenues represent a critical funding stream 
for children living in poverty, children of color, and communities impacted by the War on 
Drugs. Any reduction in cannabis taxes will directly harm the most vulnerable 
communities in our state and will deepen racial and economic inequities. For these 
reasons, we are opposed to the proposal put forward by the industry and ask that you 
take into account the impact of the proposed policy on children, youth and families.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of these concerns and for your leadership on behalf of 
children and youth. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Celia Goetz 
Director of Community Services 

4C’s of Alameda County 
 

 

Michelle Miranda 
President & Founder 

Alliance for Community 
Empowerment 

 

 

Jorge Castillo 
Advocacy Director 

Alcohol Justice 
 

 

 
 

Marc Philpart 
Managing Director 

Alliance for Boys and Men of 
Color 

 

 
 

 
Karmi Ferguson 

Executive Director 
American Academy of Pediatrics 

California 
 

 
 

 
 

Mark S. Noah, MD, FACP 
President 

American College of Physicians 
California Services Chapter 

 

 

Sovanna Koeurt 
Executive Director 

Asian Pacific Self-Development 
and Residential Association 

 
 

 

Michelle Freridge 
Executive Director 
Asian Youth Center 

 

Vernon Brown 
Chief Executive Officer 

Aspiranet 
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Nieka McCovery 
Professional Development  

Manager 
Bananas 

 

 
 

Alanna Javier 
Senior Health Program 

Coordinator 
Berkeley Youth Alternatives 

 

 
 

Terra Forgette 
Executive Director 

Blue Mountain Coalition for 
Youth & Families 

 

 
Rob Connolly 

President 
Boys & Girls Clubs of San 

Francisco 
 

 

James Breedlove 
President 

Bridge Builders Foundation 
 

 
 

 

Jennifer Singer 
Executive Director 

Bright Futures for Youth 
 

 

 
Heather Williams 

Program Director, Policy & 
Outreach 

California AfterSchool Network 
 

 

Adrienne Shilton 
Director of Public Policy 

California Alliance of Child and 
Family Services 

 

 

Keisha Nzewi 
Director of Public Policy 

California Child Care Resource 
& Referral Network 

 

 

 
 
 

Paul Demant 
Director 

California Council on Alcohol 
Problems 

 
 

 
Kimberly Andosca 
Executive Director 

California Society of Addiction 
Medicine 

 

 

 
Jordan Sosa 

Legislative Manager 
California Youth Connection 

 
John P Aguirre 

Executive Director 
Central California LGBTQIA+/2S 

Collaborative 
 

 

 
Laurie Furstenfeld 

Co-Director, Legal & Legislative 
Advocacy 

Child Care Law Center 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Rick Richardson 
CEO 

Child Development Associates 
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Brenda Ruiz 
Project Specialist 

Child Development Resource 
Center 

 

Thomas Harvey 
Executive Director  

Children's Defense Fund-
California 

 

 
 

 
Shane Linden 

Communications Associate II 
Children's Funding Project 

 

 

Naeemah Charles 
Public Policy Director  

Children’s Council of San 
Francisco  

 

 
 

Debi Badger 
Program Prevention Coordinator 

City of Rio Vista 
 

Scott Chipman 
Executive Director 

Coastal Communities Drug Free 
Coalition 

 

 
John Vasquez 

Policy & Legal Services Manager 
Communities United for 

Restorative Youth Justice 

 

Alberto Retana 
President and CEO 

Community Coalition 
 

 

Joel N Jenkins 
Community Advocacy Manager 

California Pan-Ethnic Health 
Network 

 

 
 

Justin Blakely 
Public Policy Associate  

Crystal Stairs, Inc. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

David Salinas 
CEO 

David Salinas Consulting L.L.C. 
 

Claudia Hathcock 
Director Environmental 
Prevention Strategies  

Day One 

 

 
 

Erica Mejia 
Coalition Coordinator 
Dixon ATOD Coalition  

Camila Chavez 
Executive Director  

Dolores Huerta Foundation 
 

 

Jeannette Zanipatin  
California State Director  

Drug Policy Alliance  
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Sara Hicks-Kilday 
Director 

Early Care Educators of San 
Francisco 

 

 

 
 

David Kakishiba 
Executive Director 

East Bay Asian Youth Center 
 

 

 
 

Karen Halfon 
Executive Director 

Eden Youth and Family Center 
 

 
Alex Fajardo 

Executive Director 
El Sol Neighborhood 
Educational Center 

 
 

 

Tavae Samuelu 
Executive Director 

Empowering Pacific Islander 
Communities (EPIC) 

 
 

 
Dawn L Brown  

CEO 
EmpowHer Institute 

 
Jessica Stender 
Policy Director 

Equal Rights Advocates 

 
 

Nina Buthee 
Executive Director 

EveryChild California 
 
 

 

 
Curtis Smith 

Interim Executive Director 
Faith in the Valley 

 
Melvinia King 

Executive Director 
Fighting Back Partnership, Inc. 

 
 

Deborah Kelch 
Interim Executive Director 

First 5 Association 
 

 

Jackie Thu-Huong Wong 
Chief Deputy Director 

First 5 California 
 

 
 

Kim Belshe 
Executive Director 
First 5 Los Angeles 

 

Pegah Faed 
Executive Director 

First 5 Marin Children and 
Families Commission 

 

Nina Alcaraz 
Director of Policy, Advocacy, 

and Communications 
First 5 Monterey County 
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Julie Gallelo 
Executive Director 
First 5 Sacramento 

 

 

 
 

Angie Dillon-Shore 
Executive Director 

First 5 Sonoma County 
 

 

 
 

Tom Alexander 
President & CEO 

Fred Finch Youth & Family 
Services 

 

 

Cassidy Higgins, PhD 
Vice President of Community 

Impact 
Fresh Lifelines for Youth 

 

 
 

 
Briana Zweifler 

Youth Law & Policy Manager 
Fresno Barrios Unidos 

 

 

Margaret Brodkin 
Director 

Funding the Next Generation 
 

 
 

Gloria Soto 
Executive Director 

Future Leaders of America 
 

 
 

Jesus Sanchez 
Co-founder and Executive 

Director  
Gente Organizada  

 

 
 

Karen Alden 
Founder & Executive Director 

Good2Know Partners 

 

Shimica Gaskins  
President & CEO 

GRACE & End Child Poverty CA 
 

 

Raymond Chimezie 
Program Director 

Health for Schools and 
Communities Foundation 

 

 

Jeff Farber 
Executive Director 

Helpline Youth Counseling, Inc. 

 

Kao Ye Thao 
Director of Policy & Partnerships 

Hmong Innovating Politics 

 

Celina Lucero 
Executive Director 

Horizons Unlimited of San 
Francisco, Inc.  

 

 

Andrew Avila 
Policy and Advocacy Manager 

Improve Your Tomorrow 
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Maribel Nunez 
Executive Director 

Inland Equity Partnership 
 

 
 

 
 

Brenda Simmons 
CEO/President 

Institute for Public Strategies 
 

 

 
 

Marcos E Delgadillo 
Program Director 

Integrated Recovery Network 
 

 

Naindeep Singh 
Executive Director 
Jakara Movement 

 

Adriane Armstrong 
CEO 

Juma Ventures 
 

 

Lian Cheun 
Executive Director 

Khmer Girls in Action 

 
Mar Velez 

State Policy Sr. Manager 
Latino Coalition for a Healthy 

California 

 

 
Eddie Martinez 

Executive Director 
Latino Equality Alliance 

 

 

Lisette Martinez 
Program Director, Children & 

Youth Engagement 
Latino Health Access 

 
Lou Calanche 

Executive Director 
Legacy LA 

 

Julio Marcial 
Vice President  

Liberty Hill Foundation 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Ivan Chavez  
Owner   

Little Wonders Daycare  
 

Raul Verdugo 
Lead Council/Organizer 

Los Angeles Drug & Alcohol 
Policy Alliance 

 

Jose Orellana 
Co-Director 

LOUD For Tomorrow 
 

 

Lourdes Herrera 
Director 

Madera Coalition for Community 
Justice 
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Hillarie Beyer 
Executive Director 

McKinleyville Family Resource 
Center 

 
 

 
 
 

Melissa Flores 
Director 

Mending Fences at JM Ranch 

 

 
 
 

Martin Castro 
President & CEO 

Mexican American Opportunity 
Foundation 

 

 

Vanessa Teran 
Policy Director 

Mixteco Indigena Community 
Organizing Project  

 

 
 

Celeste Gonzalez 
Prevention Coordinator 
Napa County Office of 

Education 
 

Jesse Hahnel 
Executive Director 

National Center for Youth Law 
 

 
 

Barbara Baran 
State Policy Advocate 

National Council of Jewish 
Women-California 

 
 

Sue Rusche 
President and CEO 

National Families in Action 

 

 
Michael Duncan 

Executive Director  
Native Dads Network  

 
Leticia Aguilar 

Founder 
Native Sisters Circle 

 
 

Lizbeth Vivar 
Director of Prevention Services 

NCADD-SFV 
 

 

 
Erica Leary 

Program Manager 
North Coastal Prevention 

Coalition 
 

 
Tammé Shinshuri 
Executive Director 

Oracles of Truth Academy 

 

Ben McCue 
Executive Director 
Outdoor Outreach 

 

Sue Burrell 
Policy Director 

Pacific Juvenile Defender 
Center 
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Crystal Cerda 
Program Specialist  

Pajaro Valley Prevention and 
Student Assistance  

 

 
 
 

Mary Ignatius 
Statewide Organizer 

Parent Voices CA 
 

 

 
 
 

Giovanni Zuniga 
Public Policy Manager  

Pathways LA 
 

 

 
Cynthia Brown 

Executive Director 
PCS Family Services 

 

 

Juliet Sims 
Associate Program Director 

Prevention Institute 
 

 

Staci Anderson 
President & CEO 

PRO Youth and Families 

 

Armoni Easley 
Co-Founder & CEO 

Project Optimism, Inc. 

 

Oussama Mokeddem 
Director of State Policy 

Public Health Advocates 

 

Lynn Silver, MD 
Senior Advisor 

Public Health Institute 
 

 
 

Ruben Rodriguez 
Executive Director 

Pueblo y Salud, Inc. 
 

Rev. Benita Ramsey 
Executive Director 

Rainbow Pride Youth Alliance 

 

Jolene Treadaway 
Director, Lake County  

Redwood Community Services 

 
Oswaldo Farias 
Deputy Director 

Resilience Orange County 

 

Maria Moreno 
Lead Organizer 

Restaurant Opportunities Center 
of The Bay 

 

Lisa Victoria Felix 
Operations Manager 
Restoring Justice For 
Indigenous Peoples 
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Kali Melendez 
Youth Leader/Knowledge 

Keeper   
Rincon Indian Education 

Center  

 

 
 

Derrell Roberts 
CoFounder/CEO 

Roberts Family Development 
Center 

 

 
 

Kanwarpal Dhaliwal 
Associate Director & Co-

Founder 
RYSE 

 
 

 
Raquel Shipp 

Executive Director 
Sacramento Youth Center 

 

 

Erin Hogeboom 
Director of Policy and Strategy 

San Diego for Every Child 
 

 
 

 
Judith Strang 

Executive Director 
San Dieguito Alliance 

 

 
Albert Melena 

Executive Director 
San Fernando Valley 

Partnership, Inc. 
 

 

Janet Denise Kelly 
Executive Director 
Sanctuary of Hope 

 

Sam Cunningham 
Reentry Coordinator 

Santa Cruz Barrios Unidos 
 

 
 

Nancy Gannon Hornberger 
President and CEO 
SAY San Diego, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
 

Holly Scheider 
Public Health Advocacy 

Consultant 
Scheider Consulting 

 
 

Cameron Mooney 
Marijuana Projects Director 
Shasta and Siskiyou County 
Citizens Against Marijuana 

 

Christian Shaughnessy 
Youth Community Organizer 

Sigma Beta Xi Youth and 
Family Services 

 

Amika Mota 
Policy Director 

Sister Warriors Freedom 
Coalition 

 

 

Bruce A Boardman 
CEO 

Social Model Recovery 
Systems 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 11 

 
 
 
 

Kathy Lago 
Executive Director 

Solano Family & Children's 
Services 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Fallon Ferris 

Executive Director 
Stanislaus County Youth 
Empowerment Program  

 

 
 
 

Avalon Edwards 
Policy Associate 

Starting Over, Inc. 
 

 
 

Michael Espinoza 
Director 

The Children's Movement of 
Fresno 

 
 

Mayra Alvarez 
President 

The Children's Partnership 

 

 
Maryjane Puffer 

Executive Director 
The Los Angeles Trust for 

Children's Health 

 
 
 

Raymond Courtemanche 
Chaplain 

The Matt Garcia Foundation 
 

 
 

 
 

Darlene Williams 
Pastor  

The Vibrant City Church Inc. 

 

 
 
 

Mel Mason, LCSW 
Executive Director 

The Village Project, Inc. 
 

 

 
 

Aldo Romero 
Program Director 
Time of Change 

 

 
 

Judah Joslyn 
Executive Director 

Trans and Queer Youth 
Collective 

 

 
 

Dixie L. King, Ph.D. 
Executive Director  

Transitional Youth Mobilizing for 
Change 
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Terry Supahan 
Executive Director  

True North Organizing Network 

 

 
 
 
 

Bill Regonini 
President, Board of Trustees 

Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Fresno 

 

 
 

Nicole Lee 
Executive Director 

Urban Peace Movement 

 
 

 
Jacquelyne Vera 

Coalition Coordinator  
West Contra Costa Alcohol 

Policy Coalition  
 

 
 

Michelle Nguyen 
Young Adult Engagement 

Specialist  
YES Nature to Neighborhoods 

 

 

Todd Tibbits 
President and CEO 

YMCA of San Diego County 
 

 

  
 Amika Mota 

Policy Director 
Young Women's Freedom 

Center 

 
 

 
Diane Ortiz 

CEO 
Youth Alliance 

 

 

 
Jim Keddy 

Executive Director 
Youth Forward 

 

 

 
 

Don Carney 
Executive Director 

Youth Transforming Justice 
 

 
 

Heidi J. Anderson Swan 
Founder 

Hermosa Coalition for Drug-Free 
Kids 

 

   
   

 


